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050 my „ t viſe to the be epi * 
e I was fo forcibly firuck with the 
fatal tendency of the doctrines of Popery, 
that I was determined, : ſhould providenge 


allov- me leiſure in my native country, to 


attempt to expoſe | its errors. True it 1 


that there 'is not wanting, among the EY 8 


cellent writings of our clergy, full-co 

tation on this ſübject; but their rene 
for the moſt part are ſcattered throug gh 
many volumes, which entirely Sele 


them from the generality of readers, who 


have e perhaps neither leiſure nor opor- 
evo gh to Peruſe voluminous works. My 
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intention therefore in this little volume is 
to bring the whole of this ſubje& into a 
clear and comprehenſive vie p. 


I have taken this taſk upon me the 
more willingly, not only as it is the duty 
of every clexgyman to expoſe error, but 
more eſpecially being convinced, in my 
_ own mind, that the pernicious doctrines 
of the Church of Rome are the chief and 
principal cauſe of the infidelity, that dver- 
| i the (Chriſtian, world. on bi 
2. 

As that charch 80 bag with-held 
he ſacred writings, . not. only from the 
people i in general, but in a great meaſure 
From the clergy themſelves, ſo have. they 
. proportion degenerated into abſurd and 
Icentious practices. For when men haye 
= the Scriptures to conſult, but are de- 
Ptived of the ineſtimable knowledge on 
Which their religion is founded, they can 

only know What the prieſt is pleaſed to 
ob them ; ; 0 N are generally ſuff · 


cientl y 


11.9 14 
4 


ciently inſtructed merely to ſay the maſs; 
But as the people perceive that their re- 
ligion ſtands in need of falſe miracles* to 
ſupport it, which the prieſts are perpetu- 

s | ally 


_ 


+ The author nientions the folloviig miracles; aut of 
hundreds, merely as the firſt that occur to his mind; ii! 


order to ſhow that ſach miſerable legerdemait muſt greatly 
promote Atheiſm; Deiſm, and Iufidelity, among the Pa- 
piſte, who are not permitted to read the Seriptures, and 
judge for themſelves: what muſt they think of prieſts and 
religion ? Prieſts who can fabricate ſuch pious frauds 2 And 
the religion that wants ſuck Were and fo W 4 ridicas 
lous 7 | : 


\ 


In Nd eee thete is TY 


talled Mouhtenario, ou the ſummit of which ſtands 's 
inagnificent church, that contaitis a picture of the Virgin 
Mary, painted by St. Luke} - Before this church exiſted} 


de picture refided very comfottably at Jeruſalet ; butz 2 


meeting with ſome inſult from the Turks; it took tHe reſo- 
lution of leayitig Holy Land. How it got to the ſea we 
are not told, but it came ſwimming to Italy iu the ſhape 


bf a ſtone; and with all the ſkill of an experienced pilot; 
it doubled the ſouthern p6int; tacked north about, and 


made for Tuſcany. Arriving in the neighbourhood” of 


. after reſting a little on the ſands, it happeted 


. 
B 2 : * 
o 
. 
* * 


— 
: a. 
— — —— —— 


= - © 
* * 
» 
. 
„ RE eee i a Gert ies Gr or tare 
1 "S&T. 


__ ES "FREFACK 
ally playing before them, the fir greater 
part can hardly imagine that ſuch a reli- 


a ſhepherd was paſſing by. The ſtone immediately called 
to the ſhepherd to take it up; but, hearing a voice and 
ſeeing nobody, he wondered with very great wonder ! 
When the tone had repeated its requeſt, the ſhepherd 
. obeyed; who was ordered to take it on his ſhoulder, and 
carry it to the top of Montenario: the ſhepherd did it 
with much diffculiy, the ſtone being heavy, and the monn- 
tin high and fleep, When they arrived st the ſummit, 
| the ſtone again broke filence, and ordered the ſhepherd to 

; put it down, which be hed us ſooner done than the ſtone 
reſumed its original form of a picture of the Virgin. Af 
ter this it told the ſhepherd the particulars of its voyage, 
Vith the reaſon of its leaving Holy Land, ordering him to 
proceed immediately to- the biſbop's palace, and.zelato what 
he bad feen and heard. The (biſhops, witch any prieſia, 
rtpired directly to the mountain, and were convinced of | 
the miracle. A rr 
this precious picture in ſaſety; and it has been an annual 
cuſtpm ever ſince, to carty it ĩn great pomp through whe 
town of Leghorn, attended by the. biſhops and clergy, with with 
the grand duke and all his -court in grand gala: the 
| "houſes on We Puts e n W 
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gion is from God; and, whilſt they view 


their miracles with contempt, deteſtation, 


and abhorrence, conclude the whole Chrifs 


tian doctrine to be a forgery. . That this 
is the real fact, I appeal to thoſe whe 
have reſided the leaſt, either in France, 


ah. or RO: where for every Acouſt 


Another miracle was annually played off at * Marſeilles, 
On Eaſter-Sunday morning, in the year 1783, being at that 
eity, I was ſuddenly alarmed by the ringiag of all the belly 
in tho churches ; at the ſame time the gums of the fort and 
cafile kept an inceſſant firing. Suppoſing the town was 
ſurprized and attacked by ſome enemy, I made all haſte to 
learn ſome intekigence of what was the matter, But how _ 


| great was my ſurp:ze to hear that all this was done, to to 
Expreſs the extreme joy of the inhabitants chat their bells 
. were juſt then returned fafe from Rome! It ſcems theſt 


belly were accuſtomed Ihe birds of paſſage, to take flight 


1 Rome to receive the Pope's bleſſing: they giways yook- 
= flight in the Lent themſelves, and without affiltance from 


the ſeveral ſteeples where they uſed io hang ; on Eaſter 


- mining they would always return, each go to his own 


charohy hang themſelves up, and then fet on to ring, to 


tiv the inhabitants intellignnce of their teturn : as won 28 


this ringing was hehrd, ; 2909) imjuagionly wore e 


| way of ſalute, 
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or Deiſt, that may be found in Great Bris 
tain; thouſands may be counted on the 
Continent, where Popery is the eſtabliſhed 
religion; and even thoſe few in Great 
Britain, of that ſuperficial character, have 
commonly imbibed their notions in their 
travels, before the truth Was ſage on 
ker minds. 


That Popery is the KY of infidelity, | 


3 js,inſtanced in a remarkable manner by 


the writings of Voltaire, His works on 
the Continent were received with rapture, 
- and” almoſt” univerſal applauſe ; ; and his 
ynjuſt ſarcaſms againſt Chriſtianity were 
continually retailed by all ranks of people. 
In Great Britain his writings do little 
harm; whilſt his wit is admired, the faith 
of Proteſtants, founded on the Scriptures, 1 
can ſelgom be hurt by ſuch feeble ſuper: 
"ficial arguments, nor by the wit and buf, 
8 of ſuch a ae 4 r 
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This ſhews us the great neceſſity of 
ſtudying the Holy Scriptures; as contain- 


ing all. neceſſary truths, as guarding men 
againſt all pernicious errors, as affording . 


the ſtrongeſt arguments to perſuade -fin= 


ners to amend, and as directing men in 
all virtuous practice: it 1s neceſſary to 
every Chriſtian, but more eſpecially ſo 
to * RT's of the N | 


And Wang, we - juſtly ak 3 ' 
i en the errors of the Church of 
Rome, yet we ought not to hate the per - 
ſons of Papiſts, nor uncharitably judge 
every private perſon, nor even every 
Prieſt among them to have that malignity 
of ſpirit on which their church is found - 
ed; much leſs ought we to offer them any 
injury, violence, or wrong. On the con- 
trary, we ought to endeavour to convince 
them of their errors, by ſtrength of rea- 


ſon, and gentleneſs, of behaviour. If a4 


man's practice be vicious and injurious to 


dis fellow;creatures, the religion he pro- 
Ace B 4 feſſes 


xlr | FTA. 


foſſes in little avail him: for, Abet can 
it ſignify, in point of religion, to deteſt 
the eruelties of Papiſts; if mem ſtill conti | 
nue erdel? The religion of Chriſt confiſts, 
in the worſhip; and love, and imitdtion: 
of God, and in univefſal chatity to men · 
If we depart from this principle; we ns 
8 "oy frotn wad profeſſion,” Ins 1 
& Though the following 3 pages can at no 
time de impropet to be read, in Which che 
errors of the church of Rome are exa- 
mikted ; yet at this time it may be the 
more neceſſary, from the unuſual number 
of Papiſts that reſide among us; and. 
cu they babe the goed fortune to fall 
AUutb the Katlds of any of that detuded ſect; 
tlie aüthlör Hbpes it mah be the theans: bf 
exciting them to exatttine the truth of 
Wat is written, and compare it with the 
mkred text? they will then ſee in what a 
pPerilous caſe they ſtand; wh are blindly, - 
 & St. Paul ſays; reaching inen ts give betid— 
| 4d ee Li Die, And Vink all hu - 
A mility 
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mility he admoniſhes the ſuperiors of this f 
unaccountable ſect, no longer to with- 


hold the means of knowledge from their ö 
people, by prohibiting them to redd 
any books in which their errors are ex- — 

| poſed, | - 

| 

| 

. | 

| | 
THE 

q; 


n 


THE 


DOCTRINES 


OF THE,- 
CHURCH OF ROME 


EXAMINED, « 


FIRST ERROR. 


er THE CATHOLIC OR UNIVERSAL + 
\ ﬆ& CH. F | - 


Taz facred name of God's Church „ in the 
Scripture ſenſe of it, has been made ſuch abuſe of 
by the Church of Rome, to ſerve the purpoſes of 

_ - tyranny, ambition, and cruelty, that, for ages, 
the very idea of it was in a manner deſtroyed 
| oy 
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amongſt European nations, though our Saviour 
has ſo expreſsly declared, that bis kingdom Was not 
to be of this world, * © 


Though the word Catholic fignifies in general 
the Univerſal Church, yet it muſt not always be 
takes. 1 in ſo large a ſenſe. | 


; Catholic Church - ſometimes means, in the 
greateſt ſenſe, the whole number of thoſe wo 
ſhall obtain ſalvation. Rev. vn. 9. 1 beheld, and - 
. to, a great multitude, which no man could number, 

F all nations, and kindreds, and people, and langue, 
9 flood before the throne, Good men, who, in all 
ages, and in all nations, have kept God's com- 
mandments, from the beginning of the world: 
all thoſe who have ſeparated from the idolatrous 
nations, theſe, our Saviour declares, ſhall come 
from the eaſt, and from the weſt, and from the 
north, and from the ſouth, and ſhall fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of God. Mat. viii. 11. For, God is no reſpecter of 4 
- perſons. This is that church which Chriſt loved 
And gave bimſelf for, that he might. preſent it 
IND before eek 9 WM ot God. 


; 2 
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In the next place, it fignifies the Chriſtian 
Church only; that church which iChriſt has pro- 
- miſed to be always with, and to preſerve it, that 
the gates of bell ſhall never prevail againſt; chat 
Church which, though oppoſed by infidelity, and 
perſecuted by ignorance, by impoſition, and 
worldly power, yet ſhall at length prevail, ſo chat 
the kingdoms of the auorii ſbull become the 'kingdoms 
of our Lord ; and the knowledge of God ſhall fill the 
Fatih as the waters: cover the Jea:; and ai 
Goſpel ſhall be preached. to aliens. Tort 


It alſo, and very ond” means that part of 
_ Chriſt's Church which is now living; the preſent 
true Chriſtians, wherever they are, or by what- 
ever name they are called, in all-the earth. + It is 
the Inviſible Church, known alone to God, the 
fearcher of hearts, who among "Chriſtians of all 
nations, and of different rites and ceremonies, and 
forms of government, alone knows who [they are 
that worſhi ip him in ſpirit and in truth. This, in 
the fight of God, is the only true church, un- 
| diſtinguifhable by 050 but e to o "Gol 
alone. 8 it 
J 0 8 . ' E x 3 
But, e of all, it ſignifies ER 
of the Chriſtian Church which is now viſible on 
* „ 
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earth, and which, in dur preſent imperfect ſtate; 


we are obliged to ſpeak of, as if the vifible and 
and inviſible church were one and the ſame body 
of men. It is the great field wherein grows the 


corn and the tares; the net in which are incloſed 


both good fiſh and bad z-it is the mixed ſociety 
of Chriſtians and Hypocrites; that will not be ſe- 
OH till the ay We ee 


No the Church of EOS bs! this 
whole Catholic Church, and 1 it by 12 


„ 


Firſt, aug. 


„ 0 


founded on worldly power. Now, moſt unfortu- 


nately for Popery, the Scripture makes this one 
great mark of Antichriſt, compelling by force of 


| mmm 


by 
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By Univerſality, they mean a large extent of 
country, forgetting that Mahometaniſm and Pa- 
ganiſm are both ſuperior in this reſpect to Popery 
the former extending over the vaſt Turkiſh and 
Perſian empires, and a great part of India and 
Africa; the latter, perhaps, is ſtill more ſo, be- 
ing eſtabliſhed through the empires of China and 
Japan, a part of Ruſſia, America, and almoſt 
throughout the vaſt continent of Africa. Hows 
ever, judging of truth by numbers is very diffe- 
rent from our Saviour's opinion, for he tells us, 
that wide is the gate and broad it the way that leads 
eth to deſtruction, and many there be that go in 
thereat. e Ae e ings l 8 | b. 
Buy Antiquity, they cannot mean the primitive 
antiquity of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; their doc- 
trine is very different from that of Popery; but 
only ſeveral paſt corrupt ages, in regard to us in- 

deed antient, but with reſpe& to the Scriptures 
very late innovations. 


Miracles were indeed the certain evidences of 
our Saviour's divine commiſſion, and of his Apo- 
| Mes after him; but miraculous powers extended 
nao farther than to their perſons, When the Chriſ- 
* tian doctrine was eſtabliſhed, it does not ſeem 
43 N b con- 


_ zacles ſhould continue; indeed, there are fixong 


Hall that wicked aue be revealed ahve coming it af- 


g@ aer an CATROLIC on = 
confiſtent with the ways of Providence that mi- 


reaſons for the contrary ; therefore. thoſe miracles 


that are ſaid to be worked immediately aftet the 
Apoſtles time we may very juſtly duubt of. As 


to the Miracles and pious frauds which began in 
the fourth century, about the time of St. Anthony + 


the Monk, and have .continally increaſed. ever 
ſince among the Papiſts, the character the;Sorip- 


ture giyes of them is this; 2 Theſſ. ii. $., Then 


ter the working. of Satan, aitb all pawer and en: 


and lying wonders, becauſe they received. nt tl low 


of the truth : for this cauſe God ſhall ſend ibem fra 


1 that 1 * believe 4 it. 


* e ok of this Gotti is faul 11 bee 


The only mark of the true Church is adheringito 
the plain, uncorrupted doctrine of Chriſt and his 
| Apoſtles, as delivered tous an theu-pwn. writings 


4 Where this is done there is the true Church, even 
| though but two or three be gathered together; 
and hete this is not done were is no true Chüfch, 


e it were: nen os eres er 2 


2 94 20 78 257; > 


| " ee Sat ory cad all-his rhellovem, 
- Have, like, the Jews. of ald, by «the: tralitions af 
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men, made void the commandments of God, and 
are thereby become, 2 Theſſ. ii. 3. that man of 
fin ſitting blaſphemoully i in the ſeat of God, and 

changing laws and times, and commanding all 
men to worſhip his temporal power. | 


The Keen ar of the Church of Chriſt is 
ö tobe a.yitneſs and keeper of the Sacred Writings, 
to, hand them down uncorrupted from age to age, 
a8 the only rule of faith and manners; for, if any 
man ſpall add 1a theſe things, God ſpall add unto him 
the plagues that are written in his book 5 and, if any 
man ſpall take away therefrom, God Hall take away 
his part out of the Book of Life. In forms and cere- 
monies, of which we have no directions, only 
that all things be done decently and in order, the 
authority of man properly takes place. In theſe 
things every good man will willingly comply with 
the laws and cuſtoms of the government he lives 
under, always remembering,. in regard to things 
indifferent, they who make. diviſions in the 


Church, either by needleſs ſeparation, or ohſti - 5 


nately giving ta others any occaſion of ſeparation, 
are, on both ſides, equally guilty of ſchiſm ; for, 
thus St. Paul admoniſhes, Rom. xvi. 19. Mark 
them which cauſe diviſions and offences; the fault be- 
ing equal, „ 
who divide. | 
| c | The 


22 or Tux CATHOLIC, ox 


The Unity or Communion which ought to be 
between thoſe who compoſe the true Catholic 
Church conſiſts in this; that, with univerſal love 
and. charity, they aſſiſt, inftrut, comfort, re- 
prove, forgive one another; and, though there 
may be difference of opinion in ſmaller matters, 
perform all acts of goodneſs to each other. If one 
member ſuffer, all the members hoould by compaſſion 
fuſer with u, 1 Cor. xii. 25. This is the true 
unity of Chriſtians ; for he that faith, he loves 
God, and loveth not his brother, St. John ſays, 
is a liar. With vice only we are to have no cha- 
rity; for what communion hath light with darkneſs? 
Beyond this we have no authority to go, leſt by 
a miſtaken zeal we pluck up the wheat with the 

A to the infallibility of the Ctidech's of Ras, | 
: of the Pope, or the infallibility of fallible man, it 
- s of the ſame nature with the infallibility of ſome 
of our illiterate” mechanics, who, leaving their 
tools to become doctors in the tabernacle, crying 


albud and ſparing not, after a medley of enthuſi- 
aſtic, unintelligible nonſenſe,” aſſure their au- 
dience that they are inſpired, or that the Lord 
puts it in cheir heads. Now, all people of this 
— would do well to conſider this expref- : 

| ſian 
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ſion of our Saviour, Matt. xi. 32. Whoſoever 
ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of Man, it ball be 
forgiven bim; but whoſoever ſpeaketh | againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, it ſhall not be forgiven | him, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come. Now, if 
any one, falſely and blaſphemouſly, in order to 
anſwer ſome private purpoſe of his on, pretends 
that what he ſays be the immediate inſpiration of 
the Holy Spirit; if all lies, deluſiqns, and - pious 
frauds, pretending to be worked by him, to 
deceive the weak and ignorant, be not blaſ- 
pheming againſt him, it will be difficult to ima- 
gine what is. 


There ſeems to be but two ways in which men 
now can be guilty of this great and unpardonable 
offence. The firſt is by denying the Sacred 
Writings to be from divine inſpiration. Whoſo- 
ever reſiſts this great conviction, by unreaſonable 
pride and obſtinate malice, to ſuch men God will 
never afford any farther means of conviction; 
therefore, though all other blaſphemies may be 
forgiven, yet he, who is guilty of this total cor- 
ruption of mind, this deſperate rejecting of the 


greateſt and higheſt conviction that God vouch- 


ſafes to afford men, ſhall never have forgiveneſs. | 
The other ſrems to be when men, for ſome pri- 
„ vate 
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vate purpoſe, wiſhing to eftabliſh doctrines of 
their own invention, and then blaſphemouſly pre- 


tend that what they ſpeak is from the immediate 
Inſpiration of the Spirit of God; men who dare 


to be guilty of ſuch crimes againſt the Majeſty of 
Heaven ſeem ta be incorrigible; John x. 26. Te 
are none of my ſbeep, ye ſhall die in your'fins ; which 


is equivalent to, + hall never be forgiven, neither 


in this world, neither in the world to come, 


SECOND ERROR. 


OF THE POPE, OR BISHOP OF ROME. 

THE very high power this biſhop claims, as 
the head, diſpoſer, and ſovereign of the whole 
world, boch in temporal # and ſpiritual affairs, 
| is 


% 


* However modern Papiſts may ſeem to deny the Pope's 
ſupremacy in temporal affairs, the united teſtimony of all 
European nations too firmly eſtabliſhes the fact, to admit of 
the leaft doubt, that wherever they had the power; they 
were never backward in aſſuming it. Indeed, what they af- 
firm, or what they deny, can be of no weight againſt hiſto» 
tical facts; eſpecially when we know that the moſt ſolemg 
oath of a Papiſt is no longer binding to him, than his 
church ſhall think proper; and it is a melancholy truth, that 
a real Papiſt will ſtick at no crime, however inhuman, to 

| Jupport his erroneous religion: out of a thouſand other 
facts, we need only call to mind the horrid maſſacres of the - 
Proteftants, and the nunberleſs human vidtims burnt and 
burning at their inquifitions. * is contrary, O 
C3 „ 
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is founded on this expreſſion of our Saviour, 
Mat. xvi. 18. And 1 ſay unto thee, that thou art 
Peter; and upc upon this rock 1 will build my church, 

and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 
The Papiſts ſay, that as St. Peter was the firſt 
biſhop of Rome, therefore the Popes, his imme- 
diate ſucceſſors, muſt undoubtedly continue to 
be the rock on which the Church of Chriſt is 
built. Whether St. Peter was ever at Rome, as 
with ſome has been a matter of doubt, we cannot 
deny there is no mention of it in Scripture ; but 
that he was ever appointed bimop there 1s very 
improbable. ' His ardour in propagating the 
Curia doctrines, would hardly admit of his 


32 ſenſe and reaſon, to ſuppoſe for a moment, that modern 
Peapiſts hold a different faith from their anceſtors, ſo long as 
they believe in the infallibility of their Pope, and that a man, 
| bften a moſt infamous one, as many of their Popes have 
been, can, inſtead of God, forgive them their fins ; and 
who, themſelves, ſtand ſo much i in need of pardon. Where N 
it is poſſible that an infatuated ſet of people can have the 
folly or madneſs to believe that a man, like themſelyes, can 
2 haye the power to act as God, is it poſſible to ſuppoſe ſuch 
| people would” dare to diſobey that man's commands? Moſt 
certainly not; and, if the pope was to want another Guy 
— Faux to blow up the Britiſh Parliament, for the ' glory of 
© Yod? and the increaſe of Popery, there would be found no 


city of them te to > attempt it. 1 EIT 
. | 49,2 +449 v4 — C5 Ke g % wy, | TIS "_ 
* * ? 


long 


3 
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long reſidence in any one place: but were it an 
eſtabliſhed fact, the verſe in queſtion will nothing 
ſupport the arrogant pretenſions of the * of 
Rome. 


The expreſſions and figures of ſpeech uſed in 
the Scriptures, well known at the time, as mo- 
dern forms of ſpeaking are to us, cannot always 
be underſtood, except by thoſe who are perfectly 
acquainted with the original language : unleſs 
this be the caſe, there is nothing ſo abſurd but 
what may be proved by particular ſcraps of Scrip- 
ture. | 


Our Saviour, to get a diſtin anſwer from his 
| Diſciples, how far they underſtood him, aſks 
them, Mat. xvi. 13. Whom do men ſuy that I am? 
They anſwered, Some ſay that thou art John the 
Baptiſt, ſome Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of 
the Prophets. He ſaith unto them, but whom Jay ye 
that I am? Simon Peter anſwered, thou art Chriſt 
the fon of the living God. Then ſaid Jeſus unto bim, 
bleſſed art thou Simon Barjona, for fleſh and blood 
bath not revealed it unto thee, but my father which 
is, in \beaven. The meaning 1s, the anſwer vou 
have made is not merely conjecture, as the Jews 
had, a. him to be either Elias, or Jobn the 


C4 Baptiſt, 
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| Baptiſt, or one of the Prophets riſen from the 
dead; but the very truth which God has enabled 
you to diſcover. And T ſay unto thee that thou art 
Peter (which fignifies a Rock), a firm unſhaken 
profeſſor of the truth: ſuch ſignificant names 
are very aſual in Scripture. Thus, Gen. xvii. 5. 
Thy name Pall be Abraham, that is, a father of 
many nations. Apain, xxxii. 28. Thy name fhall 
be called Tfrael; for as a prince haſt thou power 
with God and with man, and haft prevailed. So 
likewiſe thou Simon, the ſon of Jonah, ſhalt in 
| ſuture de called Peter; hu art Peter (a Rock), 
à firm and conftant, a faithful witneſs, and a de- 
fender of the truth. And upon this rock, upon this 
ſteadineſs of yours in preaching the great truths 
of the Goſpel, will build my church; and the gates 
of bell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And T will give 
- wnto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 
bat ſoever thou ſhalt bind on earth, \ſhall'be bound 
in heaven ; and whatſoever thou lane * on earth, 
Baal be loofed in 7 2: = 


As God was Sleaſed to appoint Jeruſater for 
the feat of his worſhip, it was by way of emi- 
nencè called the city of the great ing, tbe holy city; 
ad, in the prophetic language, a type of heaven. 
Prock a in the New Teſtament, the ſtate of 

heaven 
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heaven is "figuratively called, Feruſalem which is 
above, Gal. iv. 26. Mount Sion, the beaveniy Feru- 
ſalem, Heb. xii, 22. According to the ſame ſimi- 
litude, the Church of God, even on earth, is 
called the city, the temple, and the Houſe of 


Now, as the Church of God is repreſented in 
Scripture under the figurative idea of a holy city, 
a temple, or Houſe of God ; ſo the ſeveral parts 
are alſo deſeribed under the like modes of ſpeech. 
Thus the word foundation, as meaning a chief part, 
is elegantly uſed to expreſs ſuch men or things, 
ſuch perſons or doctrines, on which religion 
chiefly depends. Thus, Eph. ii. 20. Ze are built © 
on the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets; and 
Rev. xxi. 14. The wall of the city had twelve foun- 
dations, and in them the name of the twelve Apoſtles 
of the' Lamb. Feſus Chriſt himſelf is the chief corner 
fone. The Apoſtles and the Prophets are the 
foundation ; and the church, that is, good men 
in all ages, are the whole building, or en 
oy of Gd. 


—* 4 — meaning and nature of 
theſe figures of ſpeech, which are often uſed in 
Scripture, and with great propriety and elegance, 


In 
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in deſcribing the Church of Chriſt ; it becomes 
eaſy to underſtand the true ſenſe of our Saviour's 
words, Thou art Peter; and upon this rock will 1 
build my church. The church is the city or tem- 
ple of God. In this ſpiritual building, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf is the chief corner tone, in whom 
the whole building is fitly framed together. The 
Apoſtles and Prophets are the foundation. 
Amongſt theſe, St. Peter, having, with peculiar 
zeal, made confeſſion of his believing Chriſt to 
be the Meſſias, was approved by his maſter, who 
anſwers him thus : By thy firmneſs, courage, and 
conſtancy, thou ſhalt become a diſtinguiſhed 
- founder of my church, a moſt ſucceſsful preacher 
of my doctrine to the world, Thou art Peter (that 
is, thou art a eee u rh N 
on wy church. | : fx 75 
| Na the gates of bel * gr not 3 4 it 
0205 i no nee no en even to 


bs The word hell ao ene omgape-] in the erigh 


© nal Greek mean dhe tate of the damned, but that inviſible | 


| Rate to which death is the gate or paſſage. ' The word in the | 
Greek is Ader. Now that which means hell, as the place of 
the damned, is always: expreſſed by the word Cn. This 
| exprefliqn is ſimilar to theſe in the Old Teſtament : gates of 
| the grave, et A en Lo e 
death 


[ 
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death itſelf, * ſha} ſtop the progreſs of my 

I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; and whatſoever thou' ſhalt bind on earth, 
ſhall be bound in heaven; and whatſoever thou ſhalt 
looſe in earth, ſhall be looſed in beaven ; that is, 
thou ſhalt firſt pen the kingdom of the Meſſias, 
and make the firſt publication of the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chrift to the Gentiles, which we find was 
fulfilled, in the 2d, 1oth, and 15th, chapters of 
the Acts. And by the terms of that doctrine, 
which I commiſſion you to preach on earth, ſhall 
every man's ſentence be determined of God in 
heaven. 5 | 


Whether 65 the roct, on which our a0 
here promiſes to build his church, be meant the 
confeſſion or the perſon of St. Peter, as ſome 
Proteſtants and Papiſts have contended about, it 
makes no difference at all as to the true ſenſe of 
the words; they being applied in ſo particular a 
manner to his firmneſs and ſteadineſs in that con- 
feſſion; ſo that nothing can be collected to the 
advantage of that impious and blaſphemous doc- 
trine of the Churh of Rome; the Pope aſſuming 
the power of the Almighty, the only ſearcher of 
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hearts, deceiving the weak and ignorant, pretend- 
ing to forgive men their ſins, or loading them 
with curſes; and to have power to transfer the 
ſame authority to myriads of prieſts, ſome of 
whom the moſt abandoned of mankind, and, if 
we may credit the teſtimony of all ages, and our 
' own ſenſes, often the moſt ignorant and in- 


Our Saviour, with a view, perhaps, to guard us 
xAgainſt ſuch an impious and extravagant opinion, 
and which he foreſaw would happen for the pur- 
poſes of tyranny and worldly power, takes occaſion 
ſoon after to rebuke St. Peter, with more ſeverity 
than ever he uſed to any of his Diſciples. Mat. 
' xvi. 23. Get thee bebind me, Satan; thou art an 
offence unto me; for thou ſavoureſt not the things 
that be of God, but thoſe that be of men. And pro- 
bably for the fame reaſon he was ſuffered to fall 
andi deny his maſter, more ſhamefully than any of 
the other diſciples For the like reaſon, perhaps, 
was his ſpeaking, with ſo little reſpect, of the 
bleſſed Virgin: Voman, what have 1 40 do with 
. thee? Who is my mother ? Behold, whoſoever ſhall = 
do the will of my father which is in heaven, the 
. Jane is my brother, and fifter, and mother ; knowing, 
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that ſhe would from Papiſts receive thoſe: divine 
n which are due to 9 God alone. | 


3 what i is ſaid to 87. 3 is — 
applied to all the Apoſtles; and our Saviour 
charges them, that there ſhould be no preemi- 
nence among them, Mat. XX. 27. Whoſoever will 
be great among you, let bim be your ſervant, And 


what is ſpoken to St. Peter having the keys of 


heaven, is elſewhere directed to all the Apoſtles ; 
John xx. 23. Wooſeſoever fins v remit, they are re- 
mitted unto tbem; and whoſefoever fins I -retgin 


they are retained, The meaning of theſe ſublime 


' expreſſions is not even that the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves (who were men, and therefore incompe- 
tent to judge tho ſecrets of men's hearts, as God ; 


much leſs that any of their infamous and degene- 


rate ſuccefſors) had a diſcretionary power of for- 


giving or retaining men's ſins: they were ap- 


pointed preachers and meſſengers of the Goſpel, 
according to the terms of whereof God will ei- 
ther forgive men their ſins or not. St. Paul gives 


us the true ſenſe of this truſt with great exactneſs, 


Rom. ii. 16. In the day, ſays he, when God ſhall 


Judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chrift, according to © 


MY Goſpel. Here is no mention of St. Peter fit- 


ting as judge, “ 
4 | 5 and 


8 1 
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| and furely there-cannot be a greater impiety, than 
that of man aſſuming the-authority of -God, nor 
a n _ than that of man believing it. 


+ — 


E any 596 4 who! has the leaſt knowledge of 
hiſtorical facts, the following remarkable deſcrip- 
tion muſt appear, ſays the celebrated Dr. Clarke *, 
either intended to be a prediction of the tyranny 
of Popery, in its moſt flouriſhing times, or at 
leaſt as exact and complete a picture of it as could 
poſſibly have been drawn even after the event. 
 Oppreſlive powers there have been many in the 
world, both great and laſting; but this has been, 
after a moſt remarkable and wonderful manner, 
different from all other powers: which have op- 
_ prefſedymankind, Dan. vii. ag. Ih be ae 

an. ani u, . nt aft el 


2 — 5. 


LY 


D act cit 

| be prophet Daniel, thing of an extraordi- 

vary; ne that was to come, deſcribes it in-theſe 
Fw. 60 tler % me od: h gui: 
22512081 
* Dr. Samuel 1 Clarks, ee . 8 of * 
Scriptures, exemplary piety, and whoſe vaſt and comprehen- 
five mind, has perhaps never been equalled in the hiſtory of 
mankind ; and to whoſe moſt uſeful i the 0 ac- 
e n: N indebted. | 


7G} 
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He ſball make war with the Saints, and prevail 
Kant them; and be ſhall ſpeak great words againſt 
the Moft High, and ſhall wear out the Saints, and 
think to change times and laws. He ſhall exalt him- 
ſelf, and magnify" himſelf above every God, for be 
ſhall: magnify bimſelf above "os and 2 divide rhe 
1 e wa er 

From ne flowing deſcription St. paul evi- 
deny ſets Wren) man of fin has * r rd * 


bo ers wee exalteth — above all that is 
"Called God, or that is worſhiped + 5 that be, at Gd, 
fitteth in tbe temple of God; whoſe power is after the 
wor ling of Satan, with all \power' and figns, and 
LYING wonders. Teaching men to gioe beed to doc- 
trines of Devils; PORBIDDING % MARRY, and 
commanding to abſtain from meats. which God bath 
GE to * e with (ern nn, I | 


The ſame RED power is evidently ab 
by St. John, when he prophecies of a wiid beaſt: 


' To whom was given great authority, and a mouth 
ſpeaking great things and blaſpheniies; and it wur 
given unio bim to make war with the Saints, and 
overcome them ; and power | Was given him over 
. kuar cd. -9 
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 kindreds, and tongues, and nations; and all that 
dwell on the earth. ſhall worſhip him. And be doth 

great wonders, and deceiveth them that dwell on the 
earth. And the kings of the earth. bave one mind, 

and ſhall give their power and ſtrength unto the beaſt, 

Fer Gad hath put in their hearts to fulfil bis will, and 
to give their kingdoms unto the beaft, until the words 

of God be fulfilled. 'The name of the perſon, in 

whoſe hands the exerciſe of this power is lodged, 

is Myſtery, Babylon the Great, , the Motber of Har- 
lots, the Abominations of the Earth; with whom the 

kings of the earth baue committed fornication, that is, 
have been led into Idolatry, and the inhabitants of 
the earth. have been made drunk with the wine of ber 

fornication ; and by ber ſorceries are all nations de- 
- ceived , and in ber is found the blond of Prophets, 
and of, Saints, and of all that are ſlain upon the earth. 
And this: perſon, to whom theſe characters be- 
long, is that great city, Rev. xvii. 18. Standing 
upon ſeven mountains *, ver. 9. which reigneth over 


401 king of the earth. 


One reaſon of this prophecy being given. | is 
very clear; to give men warning, and to caution - 


them, that they neither fall, if poſſible, under the 
. Rom is built on ſeven hills : 


tyranny 
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' tyranny and oppreſſion of this dreadful power, nor 
have any ſhare in exerciſing it over others; and if 
this prophecy be not a prediction of Popery, and 
already accompliſhed; it is not poſſible to conceive 
that it can ever be fulfilled ; for, as the Church of 
Rome owed its power over. the nations, to the 
extreme ignorance that pervaded all ranks of peo- 
ple; therefore, fince the invention of printing, 
knoivletlge and learning | are ſo happily and exten- 
lively diffuſed over the face of the earth, ſuch a 
tyranny and total ignorance can hardly happen a 
ſecond time; a tyranny ſo diverſe from all tyran- 
nies that have ever exiſted. ' 


© THIRD ERROR. 


© OF GENERAL COUNCILS AND 
1 TRADITIONS. 
#214" 


FROM a falſe interpretation & an expreſſion 
of St. Peter, the Church of Rome has moſt ridicu- 
louſſy attempted to prove, Tha# no propbecy the 

| Scripture is of any private interpretation. The 
words are, 2 Pet. i. 19. We have alſo a more ſure 

word of propbecy, whereunto ye do well that ye take 
beed, as unto a light that ſpineth in 4 dark plate; 
- Inowing this firſt, that no prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private interpretation; but the words in the 
. original Greek are very different; they are, No 


Prophecy of the Scriptures is of the perfon's own pri- 


'wate utterance ; it is not the mere thought or con- 
ception of the writer's own mind; for the prophecy 
came not by the will of man, but holy men pale as 
Zur e * 
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they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. And St. Paul ſays, 
2 Tim. iii. 16. All Scripture is given by the inſpira- 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for inflruftion in righteouſneſs. 


The will of God can only be made known to 
man by to ways; theſe are Reaſon and Revela- 
tion. Reaſon is the only rule of things that are 
to be judged of by Reaſon; and Scripture is the 
only rule of things which are to be judged of by 
Scripture; otherwiſe both Reaſon and Scripture 
would be uſeleſs, and even hurtful to the greater 
part of mankind; for, if a man was not to be 
guided by his reaſon, but by ſome other guide, 
all the uſe his reaſon could be to him would be to 
confound the directions of that other guide: ſo, 
if a man was not to be directed by the words of 
Scripture itſelf, but by ſome other inſtructor, 
Scripture then could be no oſ uſe to him, but only 
an impediment to him in obeying that other in- 

ſtructor. Certainly the degrees of reaſon in men 
are very different; and often what a man's reaſon 
does not enable him to comprehend may eaſily be 
made clear to him by another of ſuperior wader- 
ſtanding: and, when made clear to him, it is then 
| W Oo Dr he had diſcovered it hime 
| | D 2 | 2 
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ſelf, and is as truly an act of his own reaſon; Grit 
if he was bound by another's authority to judge 
that to be reaſonable which, after the utmoſt ex- 
| planation, he could not perceive to be ſo, he 
would manifeſtly be bound to an impoſſibility: 

_ » fo, if any perſon was bound, by the mere autho- 
rity of another, to perceive any thing to be com- 
manded in Sctipture as a. condition of ſalvation, 

which, after all the proof which that perſon was 
able to give, he could not perceive to be there 
commanded, it would follow, that he was obliged 
to two conttadictory things at once. When, 
therefote, we ſay, with St. Paul, that the Scrip- 
ture is a ſufficient rule both of faith and practice, 
the meaning is not, that the world ſtands in no 
need of living inſtructors, but that the Scriptures 
do ſo clearly expreſs all the things which are 
therein declared to be the conditions of ſalvation, 
that perſons of the | meaneſt capacities, when 
ſhewn them, can clearly perceive, that they are 
indeed declared by Chriſt and his Apoſtles to be 
conditions of ſalvation. Beyond this, if it were 
needful for Chriſtians to be perſuaded, that there 
are ſtill other things appointed by Chriſt as terms - 
of ſalvation, which not only they themſel ves are 
not able to dſcover, but even after they are 
- aught them can yet by no means perceive to be 
| | com- 
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commanded in Seripture; if Chriſtians were to be 
perſuaded of any ſuch things, the only uſe of it 
would be either to confirm them in confident ig- 
norance, or to promote the practice of lome 
wickedneſs. 


The Charch of Rome aſſerts, that, as the 
Scriptures themſelves were conveyed to us by Tra- 
dition, therefore the ſame Tradition on which the 
Scriptures themſelves depen:l muſt in other mat- 
ters be as good a rule of faith as the Scriptures 
which are delivered down ta us by that Tradition. 
This is their argument in its full ſtrength, | 


Were there indeed any unwritten; precepts of 
Chriſt delivered to us by the fame Tradition as 
the written ones are; that is, hy the Apoſtles; - 
they would undoubtedly be of the fame authority: 
but that the Church of Rome has any unwritten 
Traditions of this kind is both falſe and impaſſi- 
ble; for, unwritten doctrines, conveyed by verbal 
Tradition, every ane knows, are unavoidably miſ- 
taken, changed, and Jaſt, in every Rep of con- 
veyance, not only from one generation, but even 
from one perſan. to another; but a written book 
may be delivered dowa from generation to gene- 

ration ; and the hiſtory af every age, from that 
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time to this, and the citations of Scripture made 
in all times upon every occaſion, both by friends 
and enemies, are evidences to the fact, that the 
Scriptures do contain the doctrine of Chriſt. 


Another groundton which the Church of Rome 
denies the Scripture to be a ſufficient rule of faith, 
is the difficulty of underſtanding its true meaning, 
that the generality of Chriſtians are not capable to 

judge of it; and therefore they muſt needs depend 
on the judgement of others. If it were really ſo; 
there could be no ſuch thing as Chriſtianity at all; 
but religion would be merely the ſeveral laws and 
cuſtoms of the countries in which they prevailed. 
| The truth is, the things that are declared in 
: Scripture to be the terms of ſalvation are ſo clearly 
_ fet forth in Holy Scripture, that It is impaſſible 
for any ſerious perſon not to underſtand them; na 
man, even of the meaneſt capacity, when theſe 
things are ſhewn and taught him, oan poſſibly 
fall to ſee that they are really there. 'Whatſoever 
there is of ſo abſtruſe a nature (as ſome prophetic 
pages * in * Paul's Epitths), that a W b of 
* In which matters, not in which epiſtles, st. peter ſays, | 
there are ſome things hard to be underſtocd; 40 which latter 
e Ra ave Mace 14 | 
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mean capacity cannot clearly comprehend, 
ſuch a thing cannot be neceſſary to be under - 
Rood by that perſons nor can it be the duty of 
any ſincere perſon to pretend to believe what he 
cannot underſtand, after carefully attending the 
beſt inſtruction. All things of this 3 es 
St. Paul calls e n 
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The idea, e n of Chriſtians. are 
not capable of judging for themſelves the doc. 
trines of Scripture, was invented by the Church 
of Rome, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing their 
wonderful and aftoniſhing tyranny, and of which 
that was the principal ſupport; but fo far is chi 
from being the truth, that there is an obligation on 
all perſons, according to their ſeveral capacities, 
to ſtudy the Scriptures, eſpecially thoſe parts of 
them wherein are declared the terms and condi- 
tions of ſalvation. Our Saviour exhorts us, John 
V. 39. to ſearch the Scriptures, as the means of 
diſcovering the truth of his doctrine. St. Luke 
commends the Bereans for ſearching the Scriptures 
daily, to ſee whether the things taught them were 
ſo or not. St. Paul commends Timothy for 
having, from a child, neun the Holy Scriptures, ' 
which are able to make him wiſe unto ſatvatian ; ; and, 
preaching to the Jews, his manner was, Acts xvii. 
2. lle reaſon with them out of the Scriptures 3 and 

24 our 
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our Saviour, debating with the Sadducees, con- 
vinced them that they erred in not knowing np | 
nu, a wor the Powe f God. | 


All Cheiftians are e glia Scriptarey 
their rule; and, by ſa doing, they may, even in 
the more difficult parts, find wherewith to -en- 
"ny their knowledge, and confirm their faith; 

but, if the deciſion of Councils, the Pope, and 
Traditions —in other words, the will and pleaſure 
af the Court of Rome are to ſuperſede the doc- - 
trine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; then the uſe of 
the Sacred Scriptures can only be, as they ever 
have been with that Church, to enſlave people's a 
minds to dar: pros errors. rh 
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"wrrn a . of conduct which has « ever, 


ſwayed their minds, the Papiſts deny the wor, 
ſhiping of Idols, at the ſame time that they con- 


ſeſs they ſhew a certain honour to the Image of 


Chriſt and his Saints, beyond x what is due to every 


profane figure, 


But, if this be not Idolatry, there then was ne- 
ver ſuch a, thing as Idolatry in the world; for, 


what more did, or could, any Idolaters eyer do? 
No man of common underſtanding, among idola- 


trous nations, could eyer ſuppoſe his Image or 


Picture a real God, or even to be alive, but 
merely a repreſentation of the object of his wor- 


ſhip. Thus the antient Greeks and Romans were 
Idolaters; they had images of their Gods and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
: 
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Goddeſſes in every place; whilſt they always ſup- 
poſed the real deities to reſide in heaven. The 
fame do the modern Romans and other Papiſts, 
the names of the Idols only changed ; and the 
ſame do all other idolatrous nations throughout 
the whole world : but, though perſons of ſuperior 
or even of common underſtanding and reflection 
amongſt Idolaters can never be ſuppoſed to think 
their Image a real God; yet this is not always the 
caſe with the lower orders of mankind, by far 
the moſt numerous; amongſt theſe the difference 
between the 1dol or Picture and the Deity i is 
ſeldom or ever thought of. I thoſe places where 
Popery prevails, the Images 1 in the public ſtteets 
are often ſurrounded by kneeling "devotees; and 
prayers offered up to them, apparently, with the 
moſt fincere devotion, eſpecially to any favourite 
. faint, Such inſtances clearly ſhew, that vulgar 
minds do not diſtinguiſh between the Idol and 
what is meant to be repreſented | by It, nor 
| often the prieft, himſelf To 2 
dd is now Sg the Pitt exrie & 
great an excels as ever it was among the antient 
| idolatrous nations, the names only changed; 
though infinitely more abominable, as it is con- 


trary to an expreſs command of God himſelf and 
| the 
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the religion they pretend to embrace. Exod. xx. 
3. Thou fhalt not make unto thee any graven Image, 
or any likeneſs of any thing that is ia heaven above, 
or that-is in the earth beneath, Thou ſhalt not bow 
down thyſelf to them, nor Moe them. — 40 


The Church of Rome has deſtroyed i men's plain 
and naturdl notions of God and his worſhip, un- 
dermining and making unintelligible the very 
foundation of all religion. Many are the idola- 

trous objects of worſhip they have introduced; 
as the Elements in the Saeraments, and the Mo- 
ther of Chrift, whom (by a blaſphemous ambi- 
guity, peculiar to themiſelyey) they call the Mo- 
ther of God, as well as tlie Images, Pictures, and 


Statues repreſenting her; giving beed to 2 | 


Spirits and dofirines of demons, doctrines concerns 

ing the ſpirits of ſaints departed, and of imaginary 
ſaints, who, ſo far from being faints,' were 
wretches of the moſt abandoned and infamous 


lives, and of ſaints who never lived, nor ever had 
exiſtence bur in the imaginations of deluded men: 
invoking them as mediators and interceffors, as if 
inveſted with miracylous powers to protect men, 


cities, and nations, and as having a corrupt inte- 
reſt in the court of Heaven to ſcreen their votaries, 


even the moſt abandoned ſinners, from the ſen- 
| 4 | tence 
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tence of divine juſtice, to the utter ſubverſion. of 2 
all. religion and virtue, and turning into ridicule 
the eſſential difference of good and evil, and the 
eternal laws of God and nature, which are more 
immovable than the foundations of heaven and 
earth; for, to diſpenſe with morality, to indulge 
men with any equivalents inſtead of real virtue; is 
a power Th eren Gad himſelf. has never 
himſelf, Tim. ii ü. 1. 13. I wenig — 
of his unchangeable nature, and making himſelf 
tojbe what he is not; yet the Pope, wha: digni- 
ßes himſelt with the zitle of the Vicar ef Chriſt, 
has often claimed this power; and has blaſphe- 
mouſiy and impiouſly carried it ſo far as even 
ſolemnly to abſolye, men from the obligation 
of juſt and reaſonable compacts, and thoſe made 
and. confirmed on ſolemn oaths, ahſolving men 
ſrom their allegiance to their lawful ſoyereigns, 
merely ſometimes to ſet wretches at liberty 
to | be; the inſernal inſtruments df vengeance, 
Dan. ix. 36. He foal} exalt | himſelf and magnify 


th himſelf above etery God, Rev. xiii. And be 


opened his, mouth in blaſpbemy_ againſt God; that 
is, by turning e elf into fuperition 
and mckennels... kd py RT 


Ter 
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The Papiſts, moreover; in all places wherever they 
have had power, have openly fet themſelves to 
deſtroy and extirpate, by all the diabolical me- 
thods of violence and cruelty, all who would not 
fall down and worſhip the Images which they have ſet 
up. They have made war: with the Saints, and 
p en againſt them, and worn them ort. 
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In all governments, where there are any remains 
of humanity, all laws concerning capital crimes 
ate lo framed, as that it may be more poſſible for 
a guilty perſon to eſcape than that an innocent 
one ſhould ſuffer; in this kingdom of the Beaſt, 
on the contrary, diverſe from all kingdoms, the 
principle is, that millions, not only of innocent 
perſons, but even of the beſt and moſt virtuous 
men, ought rather to be puniſhed and cruelly tor- 
tured above the worſt of malefactors than that any 
of their falſe doctrines,” however contrary to all 
ſenſe, reaſon, and Scripture, ſhould be examined 
a whether Goa huge: ROE ee 


By falſe and lying Miracles have W Inpoled 
on, and deceived, the weak, the ignorant, and 
the credulous. By an innumerable ſtring of art | 
ficial ways of making men very religious, without 
one ſpark, of virtue or W which i in Scxip- 
Soxiued 22:90 boa 
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ture are called Sorceries, have they drawn away 
the ſuperſtitious and devout. By eſtabliſhing 2 
political kingdom of religion over many nations, 

independent upon, and overawing, every go- 

verument, yet ſtrongly united within itſelf, and 

directed by his Hol Ix ESS the Pope; by this have 
they gradually prevailed upon the kings of the earth 
to have one mind, and to give up their kingdom, their 
. and ſtrength, unio the Rog "= 


Aves the many expedients uſed by them to 
hats the want of real virtue, or rather to profit 
by that ſuperſtition and ignorance they them- 

_ 1 ſelves have cauſed, the following are inconceiva- 
bly ridiculous as well as impious. The Vicar of 
Chriſt, as he calls himſelf, who keeps the keys of 
the gates of Heaven, not only, openly. profeſſes 
that gold will gain his favour, but inſiſts upon it, 
that purchaſing Indulgences is a certain method 
of obtaining eternal ſalvation, How the poor are 
to come off we are not told; but this is certain, 
that Monks, Friers, and Priefts, 'an immenſe 
multitude, are ſcattered over the face. of the earth, | 
to vend this ſpecies of merchandiſe , to upp 
* wants of the faithful. 


e Lince the decline of Popery, this traffic has not been to 


briſk as formerly; yet, among Papiſts, the Glicacy of la- 
W 


Ano- 


> 
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Another expedient is, to clothe a perſon, when 
at the point of death, in a Frier's habit or blanket, 
ſo that St. munen that 


Pious uns 


God hs endued all men a reaſon 2 un 
derftanding, from the contemplation of his works, 
to diſcover the wiſdom and glory of their Maker, 
The mind of man itſelf, when it conſiders only 
its own wonderful faculties, ſufficiently diſcovers 
how great muſt be the Author of ſo admirable a 
workmanſhip, The Creator of a being then, en- 
dued with ſuch excellent faculties as the mind of 
man is, cannot be like any picture *; neither can 
art of man. And it is really aſtoniſhing, how 
any rational creature ſhould think of doing ho- 
nour tothe Maker of all things, by attempting to 
repreſent him; or that things inanimate, the work. 
of men's hands, ſhould be thought of any uſe 
as means of worſhip. There is no other Image of 
God in this world but the mind of man, . | 
endued with reaſon and true virtue. 


* It is common in thoſe colntries where Popery prevails 
to repreſent God in Pictures. He is drawn as an old man, 
„ with a Pope's, Tiara or Triple 
Crow. 


St. 


33 bol 


St. Paul argues, that even the heathen held 
were blameable, and juſtly condemned, for not 
attaining; by reaſon only; to a right knowlege of 
God. If they, then, who had no immediate 
revelation from God, are ſaid to be without ex- 
cuſe, how ttiuch more ſhall thoſe who call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, who, beſides theit natural rea- 
ſon, enjoy the benefit of the Goſpel, be utterly 
inexcuſable, if they continue ignorant of God, 
and tf their duty to him ? Diſobeying his ex- 
preſs com̃miands, and payihg divine honours to 
bits of wood and ſtone, and to images and pic 

tures of meu; who, When alive on earth, held 
| ſuch worſhip in the utmoſt deteſtation and abhor- 
rence, as St. Paul and Barnabas did at Lyſtra, 
Acts iv. 13. Then the prieſ of Jupiter | brought 
oren and would have done ſatrifice ; which when 
Barnabas and Paul heard of, they rent their tlothes; 
and ran in among the people, crying out, Sirs, why 
do ye theſe things * We are ment of like paſſtons with 
you, and preach unto you, that ye nd 1 turn yon 
—"_ vanities unto the TRE God, 57 
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' FIFTH ERROR. 


UF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD's 


THE Church of Rome, as if determined to be 
hoſtile to every divine command, has entirely - 
changed and altered this holy inſtitution. 


St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. xi. 23. That the Lord 
Jeſus, the ſame night in which be was betrayed, took 
bread, and, when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and ſaid, take ; eat ; this is my body; which is bro- 
ten for you: This do in remembrance of me. And af 
ter the" ſame manner alſo he took the cup, when he 
bad fupped, ſaying, this cup is the New Teſtament in 
my blood: this do.ye, as often as ye drink is, in re- 
membrance of me. For, as often as ye eat this bread, | 
and drink/this cup, 5 the _ mo 82 
be come. | 


ws 5 \ 


\ 


— 


54 or THE SACRAMENT OF 


The promiſes of the Goſpel are almoſt all ſpi- 
ritual; but as we are not yet in a ſtate of per- 
fection, but only preparing for it, ſo the devo- 
tion of our minds muſt be excited and expreſſed 
by acts of religion. Our minds muſt be filled 
with a due reyerence towards God, and muſt ſhew 
forth itſelf in proper acts of external worſhip- 
We are not confined to difficult forms; the only 
command is, that all things be dene decently and in 


order x. Though the Papiſts have invented many 
| Sacra- 
« 

2 That is, n — — to be ſome difference Wen 
things ſacred and prophane. Some, to ſhew their abhorrence 
of Popery, have run into the other extreme. Thus, whilſt 
they receĩve the Holy Communion, they very improperly do it 
fitting down ; and even this they don't think ſufficient, but 
put their hats on alſo, as a marked contempt for order and 
common decency. This is Pn of tos Calviniſts in 
the Swiſs Cantons. - 
*Hbwever, it would be well if this wis the wriſt they could 
be accuſed of. Their horrid' and blaſphemous doftrine of 
Predeſtination (as totally repugnant to the Scriptures as any 
of the abſurdities of the Church of Rome) is attended 
with the moſt pernicious effects. It is offering violence to 
every attribute of a juſt God; it is contrary to reaſon, to 
Scripture, and to common ſenſe; it alſo tends to exalt fana- 
tics to blaſphemous preſumption, and to depreſs weak minds 
to all the horror of deſpair ; beſide this, it inclines many, 

| # whe 
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Sacraments, yet there are no more than two po- 

ſitive inſtitutions in the - Chriſtian Church as 
neceſſary to ſalvation, Baptiſm and the Lord's 
Supper ; and theſe, ſo extremely ſignificant, and 
the connection between the ſign and the thing fig- 
nified ſo evident, that they can hardly be called 
barely poſitive inſtitutions. By the one, we are 
admitted into the Society of Chriſtians ; by the 


_ other, we are confirmed and eſtabliſhed in that 


ſtate, being made partakers of the benefit of the 
death and 3 a Chriſt. | 


The words of our Saviour in this latter Sacra- 
ment are, Do this in remembrance of Me; that is, 
let it be a perpetual sor RN commemoration of 
my death and paſſion, and à continual occafion 


who really think it a Scripture doctrine, to reject all revela- 
tion as falſe and abſurd. Calviniſm, therefore, like Popery, 
is the cauſe of Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Infidelity, and like 
that equally to be dreaded in all Chriſtian ſtates. The ex- 
perience of ages teaches us, that the pricfs of Calvin are 
apt to forget that the Chriſtian Prieſt ſhould be the Miniſter 
of peace ; that it is no part of their duty to harangue on po- 
| litical grievances, either real or pretended, to inflame the 
' public mind againſt their rulers; that it is no part of the Doc- 
trine of Chrift, or his Apoſtles, to be ever fomenting, in 
r 2 devaſtation, ſedition, and open rebellion. 
"> 35353 of 
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of your meditating upon the ſpiritual benefits 
purchaſed to you thereby. The mihd of man is 
fo powerfully affected by external objects, that 
to meditate on things remote from ſenſe is one 
of the hardeſt parts of our duty, and the want of 
it one of the greateſt occaſions of fin: and be- 
tauſe men are uſually as unapt to remember, as 
they are at firſt ſlow to apprehend, things of & 
ſpiritual nature ; God has therefore generally been 
pleaſed to affiſt us with the help of outward. and 
ſenfible figns. Under the Moſaical inſtitution, 
the Jews have ſeveral figns and poſitive rites ap- 
pointed them, for the keeping up in their minds a 
continual remembrance of God's commands; the 
moſt remarkable, and whic hi was a type of our 
facramental remembrance of the death of Chriſt; 
is the feaſt of the Paſſover, appointed to comme- 
morate the ee en nn 2 out 
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"Ihe, ſame method God- has bee PER to 
make uſe of with Chriſtians, by the inſtitution of 
the Lord's Supper; © ineftimably the greateſt 
bleſfing that was ever conferred. on the ſons of 
men. We are commanded frequently to partake 
of it, to remind ws, eee was 3 
pattern 
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pattern of all virtue, and his death an 8 of 
God's hatred againſt fin. His life was ſo com- 
plete a pattern of pure religion; and his death ſo 
affectionate a perſuaſive to imitate that example , 
that whoever frequently meditates upon theſe 
things can neither readily err from the right way, 
for want of due inſtruction, nor faint for want of 
powerful motives. to proceed in it. F or, what | 
temptation. can prevail upon that perſon to fin 

— Cod, to run "by Wc acts of debauchery 


redeeny him from. that ip which, he. AIR goin 
ih, commit! 22410 


* 7 our 8 has p fit to 3 no 2 
other memorial of his death: and paſſion beſides b 
the feaſt of the ſactament, it is a great and un- 
pardonable preſumption, for men to imagine that 
they can improve the inſtitution, or make it better, 
as the Papiſts have dane. But, 9s. they have der 
parted from the Gmplicity and . purity of the 
Chriſtian worſhip, 10 have they, by.the addition 
of human folly in the worſhip of God, PIPPOR: 
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And as-our Saviour appointed this ſacrament 
for a continual remembrange of his death and 
paſſion, it is a ſtrange corruption to teach that 
the bread and wine, at the will of a prieſt, is ab- 
ſolutely changed into the real body and blood of 
Chriſt; and which the Church of Rome perſiſts 
in, though contrary to Scripture, to reaſon, and 
to the irreſiſtible evidence of our ſenſes; and that 
the ſacrament is a repetition, not a commemora- 
tion, of that expiatory ſacrifice once offered upon | 
the / Tok. Our Lord's command is, Do this in 
remembrance of me. Now, in the name of com- 
mon ſenſe, can the remembrance of any thing 
be the repetition of the thing to be remembered? 
Such a repeated offering up the real body and 
blood of Chriſt, if ſuch a thing could be, would 
not be a commemorating the ſacrifice once of. 
fered upon the croſs, but obliterating the me- 
mory of it by offering new ones. And then muſt 
Cbriſt oft 125 ſuffered ſince the foundation of the 
world ; whereas now once only in the end of the 
world has be appeared to put away fon by the facri- 
ner of « bimſelf.” Heb. ix. 25. The arguments 
& drawn. by the Church * Bid from the figu- 

. rativs 
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rative expreſſions , Chriſt's Body and Blood, 
and the Sacrament itſelf a ſacrifice, are as ab- 
ſurd and contrary to common ſenſe, as their 
practice of worſhiping a piece of Bread for God 
Mi idqlatrous and abominable. | | 


After our Saviour has commanded his Diſciples 
expreſsly to eat of this bread and drink of this 
cup, it is a moſt unjuſtifiable preſumption in the 

Church of Rome to with-hold the cup from the 
people. St. Paul, in the plaineſt words that can 
be, declares it to be the people's duty to partake 
in both kinds; As oft as ye eat this bread and drink 
this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till be come: 
and our Saviour's command to his Difciples was, 
Drink ye, all, of this, as well as, Take, eat, this is 
my Body, To this they have moſt aſſuredly re- 


plied, that . Diſciples, to e our Saviour * 


* Figurative * neither" in tho Greek, or any 
Eaſtern language, are to be taken literally; and to aſſert ſuch 
a thing betrays either extreme ignorance af ſuch language, 
or wickedneſs i in miſinterpretation. Our Saviour in a figu- 
rative manner calls himſelf a Fay, a Vine, and a Deer, and in 
the original theſe are very expreſſive and elegant; yet no one 


ſuppoſes that he was any of theſe things; nor would the 


former have ever been miſinterpreted, had it not been for 
be eee 
E 4 : com- 
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commanded to drink this, were all prieſts, and 
none of them laymen ; but, whatever they were, 
it is evidenc that they were the very ſame, perſons 
to whom he gave the bread alſo; and then, by the 
. fame kind of reaſon, it will follow, that, if the 

people are denied the cup, they muſt be denied 
partaking of the eee at all, which is the 
Wed en 


— 


- Urterly contrary to the Jodtrines of our 85 
viour is the manner of the Papiſts multiplying 
forms and ceremonies without number, and eſpe- 
| cially i in making Sacraments of their own inven- 
tion, to amuſe the people, and withdraw their at- 
tention from real virtue. Beſides the only two 
= Chriſtian Sacraments, the "Ons have invented 
; theſe that follow : ; | | 


"Firſt, Confirniation, hich is only men's Rv 
_ N their 2 vous. 

- Secondly, Dan which is the ſolemn ap- 
pointment of e . to the OOTY 
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© Thirdly," wetter „ instead of repentance and 
ee of life. Cer 
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Fourthly, Extreme unction; this is ſaunded 
on a groſs mifinterpretation of a verſe in St; 
| James's epiſtle, concerning the fick being 
/ anointed with oil, and their diſorder being canes 
miraculouſly. | 


Fi fhly, Matrimony. Becauſe St. Paul com- 
pares matrimony to the ſpiritual union between 
Chriſt and his Church, and calls that ſimilitude 
a great myſtery (which word myſtery the tranſ- 
| Iator of the Goſpels into Latin ignorantly and 
moſt ridiculouſly renders a great Sacrament), 
hence marriage with the Church of IG Ef 

another Sacrament. "> 

3 other inventions there are among} 
them; by, whick according to the prophegy f 
St. John, be deceiveth them er ibs 
earth, _. | nt 24344 


The doctrine of f Baptiſn, amongſt the Papi I 
| js alſo very impious and abſurd. It is the ſpirit 
of the Chriſtian Religion to lay as little ſtreſs as 
poſſible upon all, external rites, and to have the 
greateſt regard to the moral qualifications of the 
wund. 2 the ſpirit of 88 is exactly the 
| | 0s 
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| reverſe; no regard is paid to, virtue and goodneſs 
in compariſon with external ceremonies; and a 
man may be wgry religious with them, without 
one ſpark of virtue or goodneſs. They ſuppoſe 
that an infant, dying without baptiſm, cannot be 
ſaved ; contrary to reaſon, and contrary to the 
| expreſs declaration of our Saviour himſelf, who 
tells us, that of ſuch is the kingdom of God; 

that is, of ſuch who are innocent as they are. 
Owing to this idea of the efficacy of baptiſm, 
thouſands of the Americans were baptized before 
they were maſſacred by the Spaniards. Though 
there is no external rite more expreſsly com- 
manded, yet, to ſhew us how much religion is 
judged of in the fight of God by the virtuous diſ- 
pofition of the heart more than the outward 
form, there are many inſtances in Scripture where 
the inward diſpoſition has been accepted inſtead of 
it; but in no caſe where the ceremony has in any 
inſtance ſupplied the inward pen, which 
is the ren e 7 
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SIXTH ERROR. 
FALSE MIRACLES. 


THOUGH our Saviour was pleaſed to confiem 
his religion by miracles; and to ſhew his divine 
' commiſſion by doing things beyond the power of 
man to do, and gave this power to his Apoſtles 
for the ſame reaſon; yet for man falſely to pre- 
tend to ſuch power 1s the higheſt impiety. To 
tell lies, and deceive for the benefit of religion, 
can never be neceſſary; nothing is more odious 
in the fight of God. God is truth, and his reli- 
gion is truth; and men might as well undertake 
to make light darkneſs, or darkneſs light, as pre- 
tend to advance the truth of God by lies and 
pious frauds. | By lies and falſe miracles. have 

. | 72 they 
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\ 


they given a great occafion to the enemies * of God 
to blaſpheme. For, whilſt ill-deſigning men have 
pretended to advance the intereſts of religion by 
ſome indirect means, others by this means have 
been tempted to think the whole of it nothing but 
A Action; : ang that religion ſelf cannot be 


* From hence have ür an immenſe multitude of 
Atheiſts and Deiſts in thoſe countries where Popery is the 
- eſtabliſhed religion; and t this caſſe, zud this chiefly, | 
may be aſcribed all thoſe misfortunes that are now ravaging 
. and deſolating Europe. Strangers to the Scriptures, 'and che 
true doctrĩne of Chriſt, Papiſts only know their religion from 
the, ꝓrieſt: and the number of pious frauds they are daily 
witneſs of make the greater part naturally conclude the 
| hole t to be 3 forgery Long before the te wore Of in 
France, the moſt 1 7 ſarcafms againſt every thing fa- 
ered" wgre commonly uſed by the nobility and men of 'fors 
tunen Which being gontinually retailed among the inferior 
Wes the whole meſs of people became yotally corrupt; 
ob way verily here cauſe of. the deftruion Ti | 


| I und ſhe 
- - them af What importance it is into what bands they com- 
mit dhe government. of the church, as the! abilities; and 


moral © condi a of the -inferior orders of the ler depend 
much yy ypon it. It ſhews us alſo that t intereſt — qught 


— to be the occiifion of diftributing rewards, as the inter- 

dab peace of the kingdom greatly depends on the abilitic 

* of the 2 clergy. . 
halt 
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PALSE MIRACLES. 65 


founded on truth, when its profeſſors are et 
to protect it with lies. 


Thee-religion which has God for its author can 
never want the aſſiſtance of hes and lying mira- 
cles; for, lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, 
Prov, xii. 22. Both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, idols, and deceit of all kinds, in divine 
worſhip, are deſcribed as the greateſt abomina- 
tions in the fight of God; and are expreſſed un- 
der the name of lies and lying - vanities. Thus, 
Rev. xxi. 8. murderers, and whoremongers, and 
forcerers, and idolaters, and all. liars, ſhall bavs 
their part in the lake which barneth with fire' and 

brimftone. God in Scripture is called Truth; and 
ee 15 c 


Moſt deſtructive of true religion are all thoſs : 
vain deceits of the Church of Rome; penances; 
pilgrimages, and all the medley of empty forms 
and-pomps of devotion, which, inſtead. of being * 
any real ſatisfaction for paſt ſins, do, on the con- 
trary, tend to withdraw men's minds from a true 
ſpirit of piety, filling them with endleſs fupers 
ſtitions, and therefore ee r 

peaſing n of Gag. - 


In 4 
. 4 
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In proportion as any doctrine tends to reconcils 
any vicious practice with the profeſſion of reli- 
gion, making Chriſt the miniſter of ſin, in the ſame 
proportion is the doctrine deteſtable, and the 
teachers of it corrupt. What opinion then muſt 
be had of thoſe who ſet themſelves againſt the uſe 
of reaſon in matters of religion; contending for 
opinions of which they have no underſtanding ; 
making the obedience of the Goſpel to conſiſt in 
' ſuch ceremonies, which is the eaſieſt thing in the 
world for the wickedeſt and moſt worthleſs men 
to do? Of what dangerous conſequence are thoſe . 
confeſſions to the prieſt, and formal abſolutions, 
by. which men may ever be doing penance with- 
out ever amending their lives; ever confeſſing 
their fins to the prieſt, who, with a mouth ſpeaking 

great things and blaſphemies, pretenging to abſolve 
| and returning to the ſame fins again, per- 
5 verſe y turning the grace of God into wantonneſt, 
continuing in fin that grace may abound ? This is 


| £5 deſtroying and cutting up by the roots the very 


nature and neceſſity of virtue. It is the higheſt 
contempt and mockery of God, to turn his very 
mercy into an encouragement of diſobedience. 
This is, inſtead of reforming the world, actually | 
, corrupting it, and * making Chrift the mi- 


| niſter of ſin. 
SEVENTH 


(67) 


SEVENTH ERROR. 
CELIBACY OP PRIESTS, Kc. 


' KNOWLEDGE and learning of every kind, 
in the fifth and fixth centuries, became ſo ob- 
ſcured by monaſtic folly, and the conqueſts of 


barbarians, that in thoſe ages the primitive doc- 


trines of the Scriptures became entirely darkened 
by ſuperſtition, and but imperfectly underſtood. 
We cannot ſuppoſe the literary attainments of the 
clergy to be very great, when many of the bi- 
ſhops were unable to write their names. It was 
in theſe times of ignorance that the celibacy of 
prieſts was inſiſted on; and that vaſt numbers of 
men and women, under the various denominati- 
ons of monks,  friers, and nuns, devoted their 
lives to celibacy, thinking to obtain heaven by | 
negleRivg all the duties of man, and becoming 
idle 
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idle and uſeleſs on the earth, and literally unpro- 
fitable ſervants, 
E . 

In addition to the received idea of greater 
ſanctity being attached to the unmarried clergy, 
the ambition of the papal ſee * was the cauſe of 
its rapid celebrity. By this means, having the 
clergy in their power unbiafſed by matrimonial 
connections, the Church of Rome gained an in- 
fluence in every European ſtate, far beyond the 
natural ſovereigns ; often depoſing them, exciting 
| Others to make war againſt them, and trampling 
on the laws and liberties both of kings and ſub- 
jects, exerciſing, the moſt wanton and cruel ty⸗ 
'ranny in the nawe of God and religion | 


„ "i Nicolas. I, ſeeing | the importance; of celibacy 
among the clergy to the ſee of Rome, was the firſt who eſta- 
- bliſhe it s a law, affirming it to be more pardonable to 
keep thiftrefſes than to marry; A remarkable inſtance of this 
kind i is related of him: @ certam rector, being accuſed of the 

' heinous erime of having a wife and children, was con- 

demmed to loſe his rectory. The prieſt, however, ſoon. 
made it appear that he was falſely accuſed; for, though he 


did not deny but that the children were his own, yet he | 


proved that the woman was the wife of another man, Thug 


De ſaved his credit with the papal fee, and had his b 


reſtored is. 3 
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Every thing that militates againſt the laws of 
nature, whether it be expreſsly forbidden or not, 
muſt neceſſarily be criminal ; and celibacy being 
evidently an unnatural ftate, unleſs good reaſon 
can be aſſigned by unmarried people, cannot be 


blameleſs. But ſince marriage is enforced by a 


divine law, we are not left to our own determi- 
nation concerning it; it is one of the firſt that 
God was pleaſed to give mankiad, and it obliges 
us to acknowledge the great wiſdom and goodneſs 


of God, in making it at the beginning for the 


good of mankind. Whatever law has God for its 


author, we ought to reſpect, therefore we ſhould. 


honour marriage as a holy ftate ; and avoid every 
thing that is contrary to ſo holy an inſtitution, 
eſpecially impurity, and all debauchery. Rea- 
ſon, as well as the divine command, clearly ſhews 
us, that to diſcourage marriage is counteracting 


the laws of nature as far as we are able; and that 


to prevent the increaſe of the human ſpecies, by 


a life of celibacy, is a crime of little leſs magnt- 


tude than deftroying thoſe that are already born. 
Celibacy, moreover, is the ſource of debauchery, 
impurity, and every ſpecies of abhorred crimes. 


* 


Moſt impious 1s the doctrine of the Church. q 7 
Rome, to n. and encourage, by every poſ- 
ſible 
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4 


| ible means, the celibacy of its votaries, priefts, 
nuns, monks, and friecs, an immenſe multitude, 
acting the part of Satan, the great enemy of 
mankind, by rendering and making miſerable ſa 
large a part of the human ſpecies; and, under the 
falſe pretence of greater ſanctity, enticing people 
to lead idle ſlothful lives, to the neglect of every 
ſocial and active duty for which they were 
. | | 


St. Paul, in his firſt epiſtle to Timothy, tells 
us, that it is the duty of the miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel to preach the pure Goſpel, that they may 
ſave themſelves and thoſe that hear them; but 


that there ſhould ariſe ſome, in the latter times, 


who ſhould depart from the faith, giving heed 10 
ſeducing ſpirits, and doctrines of devils ; ſpeaking 
lies in hypocriſy; farbidding to marry ; to abſtain 
from meats, which God hath created to be received 
with thankſgiving ; for, every creature of God is good, 

and nothing is zo be refuſed. Moreover he ſays, a 
biſhop, or prieſt, ought to be the huſband of one 
wife, having bis children in ſubjectiom; that is, he 
ought not to follow the bad example of thoſe who 
had more than one, nor to ſet ſo vicious an ex- 
ample as living a batchelor, TY 
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' EIGHTH ERROR. 
PURGATORY. 


MOST of the Papal errors are founded on 
ſome particular ſcraps of Scripture, miſinter- 
preted either from ignorance or wilfulneſs; but 
this ”__ of purgatory is an exception. 


The i idea of the Papiſts is, that there i is a ana 
in which ſouls are to be purged by fire from car- 
nal impurities, before they are received into the 
heavenly manſions, unleſs they are reprieved by 
the prayers of the faithful or indulgences pur- 
chaſed of the Pope, Now, as this doctrine has 
proved a very profitable harveſt to the Papal fee, 
we may naturally conclude that it was invented 
for the ſame reaſon as Demetrius the filverſmith 
at Epheſus was deſirous to continue his trade of 
making ſhrines for the great goddeſs Diana, 

* 2 Acts 


9 PURGATORY. 


Acts xix, 25, Sirs, ye know that by this ft Wes | 
have our wealth. * 


The Church of Rome has ever, from very 
early times, been graſping at any circumſtance, 
however trifling, that either would extend their 
power, or afford them any pretence of ſhearing 
their flocks. On this principle is the doctrine of 
a purgatory founded, and has been formed on a 
fanciſul idea of Gregory and Origen; who 
thought that the wicked, after being purified | 

from fin, im a place of torment, would obtain 
mercy. But, as the Scripture 1s entirely filent 
on this head, it is abſurd and ridiculous to place 
the whims of heated imaginations as of equal au- 
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NINTH ERROR. 


PERSECUTION FOR RELIGION: 


- 


RELIGION is the great ornament and glory 
of human nature; it is this which diſtinguiſhes 
man from the inferior creatures; and on which 
alone depend all our hopes of future life, when 
this world ſhall be paſſed away. In a matter of 
ſo great importance, it is wonderful, that any 
man, any reaſonable creature, ſhould be careleſs 
and indifferent ; careleſs whether his religion be 
falſe or true ; and indifferent, when he has em- 
braced the true religion, whether his practice be 
m to it. | 


But, though we port to be 3 for the 
truth, yet there is ſuch a thing as falſe as well 
as true zeal, True zeal is the virtue of a Chriſ- 
tian; its object is the ſtudy of truth, and con- 
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forming ourſelves to the eternal rules of equity, 


and uſing all juſt and Chriſtian means to prevail 
with others to do the ſame. Falſe zeal, on the 


contrary, is a partial adhering to parties and fac- 


tions; forcing men.into ſome imagined truth, 
without conſidering whether it be true or not; and 
this is exactly the ſtate of the Church of Rome. 


They have, by great ſuperſtition, brought them- 
| ſelves to think ſome of the worſt of vices to be a 


part of religion itſelf, and their duty to God; 
having their conſciences ſeared, {as St. Paul ſays), 
as it were, with a bot iron, being dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins ; greedy, ambitious, lovers of power and 
dominion. Whatever pretences they may make, 


whatever falſe appearances they y poſſibly even 
blind themfelves withal, it is al 


s paſſion and 


intereſt that lead them to violence. The fierceſt 
perſecutors of that church conſtantly profeſs, 
and ſome of them may really believe, that they 
are doing God good ſervice, when they are burn- 
ing heretics, and butchering his ſervants with the 
moſt inhuman cruelties. Yet the true ſpring and 
motive of theſe their proceedings is ambition 
and the love of power; and this is evident, be- 


_ cauſe they are in no degree fo diligent in reform 
ing men's manners, nor ſo cruel in puniſhing the 
moſt enormous crimes, as they are in forcing 


men, 
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men, often virtuous and good men, into their 
ſect or party: but indeed this is a part of their 
character,, given in Scripture, to make war with 
the ſaints, and to overcome them. 


As there are few people but whit are ac- 
* quainted with the extreme ſavageneſs of the Po- 
piſh prieſthood, when they have had power to 
exerciſe it; it will be ficedleſs to repeat any of 
the paſt maſſacres of theſe cruel devotees. ' Some 
of our own firſt reformers were not wholly free 
from it, though as foreign to the mild doctrine 
of our Saviour as the difference is between light 
and darkneſs. It is remarkable, that perſecution 
has often been carried on with greater cruelty in 
proportion as the doctrines to be eſtabliſhed were 
obſcure. Fierce contentions have often ariſen 
about matters, the limited knowledge of man is 
incompetent to judge of. The only rule for 
Chriſtians is, to believe what God has been 
pleaſed to reveal to us; what is not revealed, it 
is impious to pretend to have any knowledge 
about, and ſtill more wicked to murder innocent 
people for not profeſling to believe. what no 
mortal man can poſſibly have any idea of, 


* | To 
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To pretend to a knowledge in heavenly things, 
beyond what is told us, is folly, or rather a ſpe- 
cies of madneſs. There have been, and till are, 

great diſputes amongſt Chriſtians about the 'T'ri- 
nity, yet without reaſon : whether the Son or 
Holy Spirit are equal, or inferior in power to the 
Father, are idle queſtions, that will neither in- 
creaſe our knowledge, nor improve our morals. 
What is the reaſon of man, that he ſhould pre- 
fume to judge of heavenly things *, where unaſ- 


 * Whilft we are combating the errors of others, it would 
be very unfair not to acknowledge our own. The Athena- 
fan creed is obnoxious to many very pious and learned men; 
it decides too peremptory in matters above our comprehen- 
fion, and overſteps the limits of human wiſdom. Alſo, the 
words . and the Son in the Nicene creed, being an inno- 
vation, gives offence to many very learned men as a fanciful 
doctrine. Theſe unfounded parts of our admirable Liturgy, 
becauſe they are blots in ſo excellent 4 compoſition, ought 
dy all means to be improved in the objectionable parts, 


Being Indefenſible, they give occaſion to cavillers to tri- 


umph, after having ſeen theſe objections made by literary 
men ; for, I believe, it is a rare caſe indeed, that a man of 
this deſcription is a man of that critical ſagacity as would 


enable him tobe them of himſelf. 


3 

I will take this opportunity to mention another grievance 
of more pernicious conſ * ; the abominable ſimony 
N that 
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ſiſted by revelation? Whatever our Saviour's 
power may be in reſpect to that of God the Fa- 


ther; we are ſure of this, that with reſpect to us 


his power is very great; that he is our creator, 


our redeemer, and appointed to be our judge at 
the laſt day; John i, 1. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 


that is daily practiſed in purchaſing ecclefiaſtical prefer- 
ments. Our Saviour ſcourged the buyers and ſellers out of 
his temple, the only act of ſeverity he ever uſed ; by admit- 
ting them in, we make the temple of God a den of thieves 
and this is a great cauſe of laxity of morals and infidelity. 


Another is admitting improper people to the miniſtry, 
eſpecially to the epiſcopal dignity. A celebrated elec- 
tioneering gentleman wiſhed, a few years ago, to reward a 
man who had been ſerviceable to him in that way. He 
firſt attempted it in the exciſe, but the man was found to- 
tally unqualified. The gentleman hearing this addreſſed 
him as follows: © Canſt thou read pretty well?“ On being 
anſwered in the affirmative, he replies, © then I muſt make 
a parſon of thee.” 'He kept his word, and the man was 
ordained by the late biſhop of , who has overwhelmed 
the country with ſuch kind of curates ; and as theſe ſort of 
gentlemen will ſerve at an under rate, they commonly are 
employed before a man regularly bred. When the people 
ſee ſo little regard paid to the choice of the clergy by their 
biſhops, it occaſions a contempt for religion itſelf, and 
amongſt many a total neglect of divine worſhip. 


was 


i 
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was God, All things were made by him; and with= 
out him was not any thing made. Let us leave, ; 
therefore, the idle diſputes of parties and fac- 
tions, and endeavour to deſerve the name of 
Chriftians : this we are ſure will be of ſervice to 
us, when parties, honey and bigotry, ſhall 
be no more, | 


* * 


TENTH 


( 79 ) 


TENTH ERROR. 


INTERCESSION- OF SAINTS. 


GOD, the ſupreme Author and Governor of 
all things, has no need of finful man, nor any 
obligation upon him to deliver apoſtate creatures 
from that death, which is, by God's appoint- 
ment, the wages of ſin. Yet, being eſſentially 
good and merciful, he reſolved to have pity upon 
all ſinners as ſhould, by real amendment of man- 
ners, become objects of compaſſion. At the ſame 
time, that the dignity of his laws might be vin- 
dicated againſt fin, he was pleaſed to appoint, ſo 
great an expiation as the voluntary ſufferings and 
death of his Son. This appointment, therefore, 
was foretold from the beginning of the world; 
firſt to Adam, then ſignified by the ſacrifice of 
beaſts ; and afterwards more clearly revealed by 
the prophets, the ſpirit of Cbriſt, which was in 
. them, conſtantiy teſtifying GE the ſufferings 

| of 
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of Chriſt and the glory that ſhould follow. To ac: 
compliſh theſe predictions our Saviour did, in 
the fulneſs of time, condeſcend to aſſume our na- 
ture. This was the accompliſhment of the pro- 
phecies, and of that great counſel and appointment 
F God, that he ſhould be made a ſacrifice and 
expiation of ſin; for, ſince God, in vindication 
of his laws, had thought fit to appoint, that 
without ſhedding of blood there ſhould be no re- 
miſſion, and the wages of fin was death, it was 
neceſſary, whether we comprehend it or not, that 
he, who was to redeem tranſgrefſors from death, 


ſhould di⸗ oy 


[Bows writers among the Papiſts have often te- 
preſented, that one drop of the blood of Chriſt is ſuf- 


ficient to redeem the whole world, as if there 


were no abſolute neceſſity that he ſhould have 
died at all; but not the blood, but the death of 
Chrift, is the expiation of fin ; the expreſſions in 
Sctipture, that we are redeemed by his blood, are 
only figurative, according to the uſual manner of 
that language, and ſignify his death; and it ſhews 


the extreme folly and perverſeneſs vf the Church 


of Rome, who, if they had in their poſſeſſion, 


as they vainly pretend, ſome of the real blood of 


his *** oven e Hunſell, yet there 
would 


. 
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would not thence ariſe any benefit. at all, or uy 
indulgence to wicked pradtices, | 


It is contra to Scripture and to cath ta 
transfer the worſhip, due to God alone, to Saints, 
real and imaginary, to Relics, or to Images and 
Pictures, the works of men : neither is there any 
foundation for ſetting up any other mediator be- 
fides Chrift alone. The Apoſtles never claimed 
or thought of any ſuch thing. The earthly rela- 
tions, and even the Mother of our Lord, were, 
in the whole hiſtory of the Goſpel, conſtantly 
treated by him in ſuch a manner as if to guard 
againſt the folly and wickedneſs which our Lord 
foreſaw would happen. Matt. xii. 48. Who is my 
mother, and who are my brethren? And, ftretebing 
forth bis hands towards his diſciples, be ſaid, Behold 
my mother and my brethren ; for, whoſoever ſhall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the ſame 
is my brother, fiſter, and mother, Papiſts, there- 
fore, by ſetting up any other mediators in the 
place of Chrift, do really deny- the Lord, who 
| bought them, and our Saviour himſelf, by the pur- 
chaſe of whoſe blood they were redeemed to God. 


But, as the imaginary interceſſion of Saints will 
be of no ſervice to the Papiſt, ſo, to any wicked 
8 - man, 


$2 INTERCESSION OF SAINTS, 


man, of what religion ſoever, will the mediation 
of Chriſt himſelf be of no ayail ; for, not every one, 
ſays our Saviour, that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but be that 
dab the will of my Father which is in heaven, 


ELEVENTH ERROR. 


ENEMIES TO LEARNING: AND 
LEARNED MEN. 


THE Church of Rome is not only a printipal 
cauſe of Infidelity and Corruption of Manners, 
but has ever been the moſt bitter enemy of Sci- 
ence and Learning ; and, when the Popes of Rome 
were in their greateſt proſperity, and the Tyrants 
of Europe, they gave a total check to the progreſs 
of ſcience. Of one truth, however, they are, 
and were at all times, perfectly ſenfible,—that 
univerſal i ignorance is their be/# and only ſupport. 
Since the revival of letters, which the invention 
of printing has moſt providentially occaſioned, 
Popery has-been on a rapid decline, and will con- 
tinue ſo to do till the words of St. John are ful- 
filled, Rev. xviii. 2. Babylon the Great is fallen. 


It 


* 
* 


* 


> 


9 


84 ENEMIES. re LEARNING | 


It would be needleſs to repeat a multitude ,of 
inſtances, where innocent and virtuous men have 
been the objects of Papal vengeance, or the un- 
paralleled maſſacres of the Proteſtants, in order to 
ſtop the progreſs of knowledge, where not only 
men and women, but poor, innocent, infant chil- 
dren, were indiſcriminately murdered by thou- 
ſands. Such was the caſe at the Iriſh maſſacre, 
the maſſaere of the French Proteſtants, and what 
is called the Sicilian Veſpers, ſo named from that 
being the ſignal. when the holy prieſts were to 
commence their beloved employ, of deſtroying 
Heretics, and for which, at all times, they have 


ſhewn a 1 222 partitlity. 


ä Their 1 sb hatred to W and leamed 
men has frequently manifeſted itſelf with invete- 
rate malignity. From a thouſand inſtances I will ſe- 
leck the treatment the learned and virtuous Gall | 
leo mef: 8 5 at Rome. | 


255 Galileo was the natural ſon of a nobleman of 

Florence, and publiſhed a Syſtem. of Aſtronomy 
on the principles of the celebrated Copernicus, - 
He alfo brought the teleſcope to ſuch perfection 
that it enabled him to be the firſt diſcoverer of 
mountains in the Moon, the fatellites of Jupiter, 
1 | the 
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the various changes of Venus, with the ſpots. of 
rotation. of the Sun, and proving the analogy 
which is hetween the Earth and the other planets- 
Other very important diſcoveries are attributed to 
this excellent philoſopher. Among other things, 
he difeoyered that the pendulum was a proper 
meaſurer of time; and from this idea it is evident 
that the celebrated Huygens firſt invented clocks 
1656. But to enlighten human nature was a 
crime of fuch magnitude with the Pope and his 
cardinals as was never to be forgiven; Galileo 
therefore was expoſed to all the horrors of the 
hoſy inquifition. He was accuſed by- an illiterate 
monk before that tribunal ;. and though, to ſave 
himſelf from torture, and in compliance with 
their ignorance, he abjured his beręſies, as they 
termed it, yet this only gained him his life; ha 
vas condemned to priſon for three years, and 
daily to repeat ſome of their religious compoſi- 
tions. . at the age of 78, ele x 


The ian! is a copy of the decree of ths 
Inquiſition, and is a curious ſpecimen of barba- 


rous pride, preſuming to judge of * of which 
1 is * ignorant. 


e 0 


86 ENEMIES: ro LEARNING © 


4 0 ſay the Sun is in the center, and without 

local motion, is an abſurd doctrine, and falſe in 
good philoſophy ; it is heretical, and contrary to 
the Scriptures. To ſay that the Earth is not placed 
in the middle of the world immoveable, but that 
it has a diurnal motion, is alſo a falſe — 


and 127 5 in n ar e N 0 


The idea & the true ſyſtem of the movement of | 
the heavenly bodies being contrary to Scripture, _ 
is from the expreſſion of Joſhua, commanding” | 
the Sun to ſtand ftill; but, though Joſhua was 4 
favourite of Heaven, there was no neceffity of 
his being an aſtronömer. Joſhua was a warrior, 
and a great general, and ſpoke according to the 
common apprehenfions of mankind, and probably 
his own; and there is no more reaſoi! to ſuppoſe 
that be ſhould have known, by the immediate in- 
- ſpiration of Heaven, the real movement of the 
Earth round the Sun; than he ſhould have known 
any of the other arts and ſciences that have been 
'of modern invention. 62 e 
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Many _ ag: errors of the Church of 
Rome 1 have entirely omitted, truſting that 
what I have already written is quite ſufficient to 
convince thoſe who have not examined the ſub- 

ject, 
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ject, that the religion of Popery is not that reli- 
gion which was taught us by Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles, and which is contained in the Holy- Scrip- 
tures; that Popery is a principal and chief cauſe 

of Infidelity ; ; and that, ſo far from being Chriſtian, 

it is directly contrary to it in almoſt every in- . 
ſtance, and the enemy of virtue, 1 and 


goodneſs, . men. 


* | 
FT THE END, | . 4 * 
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